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of it was provided by nature and heredity, and how
much has been added by the individual's own efforts and
experience. We wish to make a distinction similar to
that which we make when we say that the color of a
man's eyes, or the shape of his nose, is a native trait,
while the tan on his cheeks and the calluses on his palms
are acquired. It is not always easy to tell whether a
given bit of equipment is native or acquired. If it
functions from birth on, as in the case of breathing, it
is of course native. If it begins to function at a certain
period after birth, even when conditions have been so
controlled that no chance has been afforded for acquir-
ing it through experience, as in Spalding's experiment
on the flight of birds, it is native. Very often it is
impossible to apply either of these tests, and then we
are driven to the use of a third, less direct criterion.
Where the members of a species or other natural group
are either more alike or more different in any respect
than can be accounted for by their individual experience,
we have reason to believe that the likeness or difference
in their traits is due to the native factor. Thus cats are
more alike in their propensity to hunt mice than can be
accounted for by their experiences; while, on the other
hand, some cats are better mousers than others to a
greater degree than we can explain by differences in
their bringing up; we conclude accordingly that cats are
natural mousers, but that some of them are naturally
better mousers than others. Of course, experience will
affect a cat's behavior towards mice, but not to such a
degree, probably, as would account for the likeness and
differences which we find.